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Earlier in the day, advocate T.V. Suresh Kumar told
the court that some traders in the two hill stations
had downed their shutters on Wednesday against
the court order �xing a cap on the number of tou-
rist vehicles, and contended that the Nilgiris Col-
lector ought not to have permitted such agitations
against judicial orders.

The AAG told the court that the Nilgiris Collec-
tor had �led a review petition as there were cer-
tain di�culties in limiting the number of tourist
vehicles to the two hill stations. He requested the
court to take up the plea for hearing at the earliest
since local traders were unhappy with the restric-
tions. The court had �xed a cap of 6,000 tourist
vehicles per day on weekdays and 8,000 vehicles
on weekends for the Nilgiris, and 4,000 vehicles
per day on weekdays and 6,000 on weekends for
Kodaikanal, during summer from April to June
this year. The traders, however, had complained
of loss of business due to such restrictions.

HC to hear plea on cap
on tourist vehicles 
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C
hennai’s residential
market recorded a
10% year-on-year

growth in sales, with 4,357
units sold during the �rst
quarter of 2025. New
launches also saw an up-
tick, with 4,576 units intro-
duced, re�ecting a 5%
year-on-year growth, ac-
cording to Knight Frank
India.

In its latest report, ‘In-
dia Real Estate: O�ce and
Residential ( January-
March 2025) Q1 2025’,
Knight Frank India also
pointed out that the aver-
age weighted residential
price increased by 7% year
on year, reaching ₹4,854
per sq.ft.

During the �rst quarter
of this year, Chennai’s
commercial real estate sec-
tor recorded transactions
totalling 1.8 million sq.ft
(mn sq.ft), marking a 56%
year-on-year growth. The

city also witnessed the
completion of 0.2 mn sq.ft
of new o�ce spaces during
the quarter. 

Average rents in the
commercial segment in-
creased by 3% year on
year, reaching ₹69.2 per
sq.ft per month, re�ecting
a steady rise in occupier
demand. Global capability
centres (GCCs) remained
the key demand drivers in
the city’s o�ce market, ac-

counting for 0.9 mn sq.ft of
transactions. Flex spaces
followed closely, recording
0.54 mn sq.ft of leasing ac-
tivity. 

Srinivas Anikipatti, ex-
ecutive director-Tamil Na-
du and Kerala, Knight
Frank India, said: “Chen-
nai’s real estate market has
demonstrated steady mo-
mentum in Q1 2025, setting
a positive tone for the rest
of the year. The commer-

cial sector’s strong leasing
activity, particularly from
GCCs and �ex space opera-
tors, re�ects the city’s
growing appeal as a stra-
tegic business hub.”

He added, “On the resi-
dential front, stable de-
mand and rising property
values indicate a resilient
market supported by in-
frastructure development
and an expanding econom-
ic base.” 

Chennai’s residential market
logs 10% year-on-year growth 

Steady growth: Average rents in the commercial segment increased by 3% year on year, reaching ₹69.2

per sq.ft per month, reflecting a rise in occupier demand. FILE PHOTO 

According to Knight Frank India, 4,357 units were sold during the �rst quarter of 2025. New

launches also saw an uptick, with 4,576 units introduced, re�ecting a 5% year-on-year growth
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The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has issued an order
to form a State-level mis-
sion titled ‘Thooimai Mis-
sion’ for sustainable waste
management in the State.
It also ordered that the
Clean Tamil Nadu Compa-
ny Limited (CTCL) be
brought under this
mission.

The mission is proposed
by the Special Programme
Implementation Depart-
ment, following an an-
nouncement made by De-
puty Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin in the
Tamil Nadu Legislative As-
sembly during the depart-
ment’s demands for grants
for the year 2025-26.

The mission shall serve
under the Special Pro-
gramme Implementation
Department as a strategic
and administrative back-
bone, providing leader-
ship, policy direction,
framing and approving gui-
delines along with inter-de-
partmental coordination,
the Government Order
(G.O.) said. 

It will ensure alignment
with State priorities, facili-
tate collaboration among
key departments, oversee
technical guidance, and
monitor overall mission
progress to achieve its ob-
jectives, it added.

The Mission Secretariat
will function with a Go-
verning Body and a State-
Level Committee, the G.O.
dated April 2, 2025, said.
The Chief Minister will be
the Chairperson of the Go-
verning Body, while the

Deputy Chief Minister will
be the Vice-Chairperson.

Minister for Water Re-
sources, Minister for Muni-
cipal Administration, Mi-
nister for Rural
Development, Minister for
Finance and Environment
and Climate Change, Minis-
ter for School Education,
Minister for Higher Educa-
tion, and Minister for
Health will be the mem-
bers of the Governing Bo-
dy. The body will also have
two to three experts as
members, besides 10 ex-of-
�cio members. It shall
meet at least once in six
months or as and when sit-
utation warrants, the G.O.
said.

The Chief Secretary will
be the Chairperson of the
State-Level Executive Com-
mittee, while the Addition-
al Chief Secretary/Princi-
pal Secretary/Secretary to
Government, Special Pro-
gramme Implementation
Department, will be its
convenor. Secretaries from
departments including Fi-
nance, and Municipal Ad-
ministration and Water
Supply Department will be
members of the State-Level
Executive Committee.

Govt. issues order to
form new mission for
waste management 
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The Samsung India Workers’ Union (SI-
WU), backed by the Centre of Indian
Trade Unions (CITU), has issued a 14-
day strike notice to the company’s
management, demanding the rein-
statement of 23 suspended workers of
the Samsung factory at Sriperumbu-
dur, along with the ful�lment of other
demands. 

The strike notice served on Wednes-
day wanted the management to with-
draw the disciplinary action initiated
against the 23 workers.

It also wanted the management to
recognise the SIWU, which has a ma-
jority of members, and sign a wage
pact with it. The management, howev-
er, should not force members of the SI-
WU to sign the wage agreement, which
has been signed with the Samsung In-
dia Welfare Federation, the notice said.

It also urged the management to im-
mediately pay the ex gratia amount to
the workers, and to organise a secret
ballot to decide which organisation —
the SIWU or Samsung India Welfare
Federation — has the majority.

If the demands are not met, the SI-
WU said its workers would go on strike
after the 14th day from the strike notice
dated April 2.

Samsung union calls
for reinstatement of
suspended workers 
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Residents of the Old Mahaba-
lipuram Road (OMR) also
known as Rajiv Gandhi Salai
have demanded that the Chen-
nai Metropolitan Development
Authority’s (CMDA’s) Local
Area Plan (LAP) be extended
up to Siruseri along the IT Cor-
ridor as well.

Satish Galley, a resident of
OMR, while welcoming the in-
itiative, expressed disappoint-
ment that the LAP currently
covered only the 10-km stretch
between SRP Tools Junction
and Sholinganallur, and not

the stretch between Sholinga-
nallur and Siruseri and other
areas within the Greater Chen-
nai Corporation (GCC) limits. 

Equitable development
Citing The Hindu’s article on
LAP, he said, “This portion of
the IT Corridor is vital to the
region’s economy and, there-
fore, should not be left out.
The CMDA must extend the
LAP to the entire IT Corridor
up to the city limits to ensure
equitable development.”

Federation of OMR Resident
Associations (FOMRRA) mem-
bers said Siruseri would be the
end of the proposed CMRL

Line, and moreover, there was
an increase in the population
in these areas. 

“The GCC covers areas up to
Navalur, which is 4-5 km away
from the planned spot. While
there are several technological
complexes till Siruseri, Sholin-
ganallur is a high-end area that
pays a huge amount in taxes.
So, to ensure a balanced and
continuous development, the
LAP must be extended,” Ra-
kesh Ohri, a member said. 

Minister for Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowments
and CMDA Chairman P.K. Se-
karbabu said he would review
the project.

CMDA must extend its Local Area
Plan up to Siruseri, say residents 
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The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment is planning to esta-
blish parks for pets in
Chennai and Coimbatore,
Minister for Animal Hus-
bandry Anitha R. Radhak-
rishnan announced in the
Assembly on Thursday. He

also said the birth control
measures for community
dogs would be expanded
in the State.

The parks, to be esta-
blished at a cost of ₹5
crore, would involve priv-
ate participation, he said.
These parks would have re-
juvenation and medical fa-
cilities for the pets.

The State government
would expand the sterilisa-
tion project to ensure ef-
fective operation of animal
birth control centres, he
said. The project to be im-
plemented by the Animal
Welfare Board would be
expanded at a cost of ₹20
crore.

The veterinary centre to

treat injured pets in Adyar
would be upgraded at a
cost of ₹5 crore. The go-
vernment would set up
shelters under the Vallalar
Palluyir Kaapagangal in-
itiative to house animals
that have been abandoned,
recovered, and have sus-
tained injuries in acci-
dents. The shelters to

maintain them would be
set up at a cost of ₹5 crore.

A policy for abandoned
animals would be formu-
lated in an e�ort to resolve
issues involving aban-
doned pets and their con-
�icts with community dogs
and human beings, he
said. The government
would set up a centre in

Chennai Veterinary Col-
lege for specialised train-
ing to implement animal
birth control measures at a
cost of ₹3 crore.

The Minister said that a
policy for sheep breeding
in the State would be for-
mulated that would bene�t
people from the marginal-
ised sections of society.

Parks for pets to be established in Chennai, Coimbatore
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